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On the evening of the first day the champions stabled their
horses together, shared their food and the healing herbs
for the wounds they had given each other ; on the second,
they desisted with courtesy and kindness, but they slept
apart that night; and on the third day Cuchulain used the
enchanted weapon that till then he had held back ; but
as Ferdiadh lay bleeding, his friend carried him across the
ford to die, that it might not be said he had failed to win the
passage*
Cuchulain's loves have their own sagas, and, lastly,
there is the story of Cuchulain's death, brought about by
enchantment and the evil power of demons, which sends
out the champion to fight against the waves of the sea.
There is also (perhaps a later addition) the moving episode
of Cuchulain's fight with the young unknown warrior
who subdued all die heroes of Ulster till at last Cuchulain
was called, and slew his own son : child of the warrior
woman of Skye whom Cuchulain had loved and left, and
who taught this child of theirs the parry for all strokes
except the one by which she knew that his father would
kill him. She had put the boy under geasa, that is, bonds
of honour, not to reveal his name to any ; so that in the
fight, the son'knew his father but die father did not know
his son.
Geasa make a perpetually recurring element in deter-
mining action, and, above all else, give these romances
that un-European tang which Professor Corkery recognizes.
A Maori or a South Sea islander, accustomed to the inci-
dence of tabu, would understand more easily why a man is
deterred from taking what seems the natural human course.
Thus Conachar, wishing to get Fergus out of the way
when the sons of Usnach are to be murdered, persuades
a man to meet him at the landing-place and offer him a feast
that night. For it is geasa with Fergus never to refuse a
feast; and though Deirdre, who can foresee the future like